American Feminist Criticism

Class One: Introduction

“The female is female by virtue of a certain lack of qualities”







Aristotle

“Woman is an imperfect man”




Thomas Aquinas 

Beginnings:

Mary Wollstoncraft, “A Vindication of Rights of Women” (1792)

Lucretia Mott –  one of the first women in the abolitionist movement (early 1800s)

Sojourner Truth, “And Ain’t I a Woman?” (delivered at Women’s Convention in Akron, Ohio, in 1851)

National Woman's Suffrage Association – founded in 1869 (by Suzan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton)
Some woman suffrage activists: Lucy Stone (and her husband Henry Blackwell), Anna Howard Shaw, 

1920 – suffrage granted to women by all states on federal level (Poland – 1918)

1st wave 

- women’s material disadvantages 

Virginia Woolf, A Room of One’s Own (1929)

Gender is socially constructed. Androgyny 

2nd wave

Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex (1949) 

Asymmetry between the terms “masculine” and “feminine”

Distinction between sex and gender: “One is not born, but rather becomes, a woman”

Betty Friedan, The Feminine Mystique (1963)

Kate Millet, Sexual Politics (1970)

Showalter, A Literature of Their Own (1977)

Gilbert, Gubar, A Madwoman in the Attic (1979) 

Toril Moi,  Sexual/Textual Politics (1985)

Judith Butler Gender Trouble; Bodies that Matter

American/French feminisms

Some interesting web sites:

http://www.cddc.vt.edu/feminism/enin.html - this is a great web-site for feminist 

bibliography

http://eserver.org/feminism/ - this one’s pretty interesting too

