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History of the US

Declaration of Independence 

· merely a piece of paper at the time (no ‘significant’ meaning)

· those who signed the declaration were at risk of being hung for ‘treason’

· “Declaration” read to the army, to lift the spirits

A lot of accusations – proof that British Monarch was a despot, and didn’t deserve to rule the colonies

A document which had an impact because of several important claims made in it

· all people deserve to be free

· a right to establish a gov’t

· self-determination of Nation/people’s

· form of contract – between rulers and ruled

· embraced ‘equal rights’ ( all men created equal

Thomas Jefferson meant for ‘equal’ as in ‘rights’ (legal)

· political point of view – furthering freedom

· probably the most famous doc. which continued to be pointed to, used, quoted, etc.

New Nations/countries being born – independence

George Washington ( great role in American society 

· entrusted in controlling the American army

· Amer. army consisted of militia ( minutemen (a member pledged to take the field at a minute's notice during and immediately before the American Revolution)

· G. Washington – commander-in-chief of the ‘continental army’

· Army went through ups and downs

Valley Forge

· no battle was fought here from December 19, 1777 to June 19, 1778

· a struggle against the elements and low morale was overcome on this sacred ground

Washington launched an attack on German mercenaries – caught them off-guard; unexpected

Battle of Trenton – another glorious win in battle (December, 26, 1776)

Many times where Americans were almost defeated

October 1777 – decisive moment

· major battle – Saratoga – in NY

· convinced everybody that the war was ‘winnable’ for Amer. 

France first decided not to join, but then saw that it was worth it ( sent ships, soldiers, etc. ( Lafayette (the first Frenchman to come to the aid of the American revolutionary cause)

· The Marquis de Lafayette
Kościuszko, Pułaski ( most famous (Poles) fought for American independence 

· Poles quite notable for sending their troops to fight for independence 

Pułaski later credited to train professional cavalry in US

· died in the battle of Savannah (Georgia)

Yorktown (1781) ( Amer.-French force defeated the Brits 

· led by Cornwallis

· Brits shocked about loss to a bunch of ‘farmers’

Treaty of Paris ( new Nation/country was born, which was in need to govern itself ( laws, constitution 

Articles of Confederation ( 1781

· provided for a weak gov’t

· it couldn’t be because it consisted of ONLY a Congress

· which consisted of particular states

· The Articles of Confederation didn't work well. The individual states had too much power and nothing could be agreed upon

First states – 13
· unwilling to delegate more powers to their gov’t

· great mistrust; lack of trust in ANY strong gov’t

· fear of tyranny ( preferred gov’t to be decentralized

· all the states should regain as much autonomy as possible
New gov’t was enormous

· relations between states had to be masterminded

· trades between states

· claims to the lands of the West ( beyond the Rockies, etc.

Settling the other part of the continent

· controlling state-trade; foreign-trade; coining money

· internal affairs

Congress ( each state had one vote ( veto power

· threats posed by Indians; most West was under Spanish rule

Northwest Ordinance (1787)

· North, West, South ( nowadays it’s the ‘Mid-West’ 

Soon many people went West ( specifically from NE (lack of space) 

· Congress regulated important things in North-West

· Banned slavery (from Northwest Territories) ( some did not like it!

· Important precedent

Divided the whole area into Territories ( townships (main unit of local administration) 

· provided for the sub-division of land ( rectangular geometrical pattern

· towns divided into blocks

· later was copied endlessly ( diff. from European sub-division of land

· made the purchase of land more easy – whole process of buy/selling land

· enormous fortunes accumulated by those who bought, and later on sold land

· very important precedent made

First thing needed were LAWS

(old NW ( Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin)

Daniel Shay’s rebellion (1786) ( farmer from Massachusetts – frustrated with taxation, etc.

· it (posed) seemed to be a picture of what was coming up all across the country
· no aristocracy, army, courts, etc.

· Brits were sure that they (Amer.) won’t last – that it will fall

Adams, Hamilton wanted to make the gov’t stronger

Many fears ( part of ‘the mob’

· The elites of the country decided to do something before it’s too late

· So they called a convention at Philadelphia

· Entrusted congress to change Articles of Confederation

· With this they produced a totally new idea

· Went beyond their responsibilities

· Acted illegally ( be forming a NEW document instead of fixing the OLD one

Those responsible for the New Constitution became to be known as the Founding Fathers

· including G. Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, James Madison, Alex Hamilton

· most were lawyers

All constituents were in result of compromise 

· “New Jersey Plan” (one of smallest population) and “Virginia Plan” (most pop.)

· bigger ones wanted more say; whereas smaller ones wanted equality

· finally, people agreed on one thing

· separation of power; division of gov’t (executive, legislative and judicial)

· all branches control one another

· made sure there would be no dictatorship

George Washington ( 1st president

The Constitution is a rather ‘brief text’ – very concise

· outlines the system; leaving gaps to be filled in by practice

· influence of contemporary France ( philosophers (enlightenment)

· perfectibility of man ( rational being capable of creating perfect systems

John Adams – “I believe in a government of laws, not people”

Constitution can be amended ( i.e. changed

Significance of Washington serving 2 terms, and ‘quitting’ – except for Roosevelt ( after him, an amendment was passed for 2 terms only!

American president decided to limit the time of his control/ruling

· the constitution didn’t make everybody happy

· i.e. individual rights ( free speech, assembly, etc.

· things which were granted in Britain ( Bill of Rights -> 1689
· some wanted an “American Bill of Rights” ( 3/4 of states had to agree 

· document had to be appended ( 10 first amendments were on the Bill of Rights 

·  1st Amendment – freedom of speech

· the last – 10th amendment – stated that the power is not delegated to the US – i.e. was enacted merely to reinforce the point that the States did not need federal authorization to act in their spheres.
· the Constitution never stated a thing about slavery – therefore, matter of slavery was left ‘open’ – left to the state

· all (50?) states had their own gov’t, legislatures, governors, system of education, university systems, laws (i.e. capitol punishment), etc.

2 Governments in the US: 

FEDERAL – major (Constitutional) ( Supreme Law of the Land

and

STATE – state (Const.) ( anything going against the (US) Constitution cannot be, because supreme law rules

1920 - women can vote

1954 - blacks in South can vote

Supreme Court – without precedent

· very important part of US history

House of Representatives and Senate
· three-fifths compromise - a compromise at the Constitutional Convention between northern and southern states on how slaves were to be counted for direct taxation and representation in the House of Representatives. The South believed that slaves should be considered as persons in determining population but as property in determining taxes; the North held the opposite view. The compromise provided that "three-fifths" of all slaves would be added to the number of free persons in determining the population of a state for purposes of representation and taxation.

(Virginia) ( the proportions of the pop. in a state would equal the amount of ppl. in the House of Reps. 
· Each state has 2 Senators

· Smallest (Rhode Island) has same amount as California (36 million)

· Rhode Island – has 1 representative; California – 70 (***2004 – Rhode Island had 4; California had 55***)

· Virginia had rep. for 3/5’s of it’s slaves

· Later dropped from constitution

Federalists ( a member of a major political party in the early years of the U.S. favoring a strong centralized national government
Anti-Federalists – a member of the group that opposed the adoption of the U.S. Constitution

· didn’t want to give power to gov’t ( were more for autonomy
· not to threaten the rights and liberties of individuals

Federalists prevailed in Constitution, but Anti-Federalists prevailed with the Bill of Rights

