SPEAKING 2 - Vocabulary
abduction - forcing sb to go somewhere with you, often using threats or violence 
acquit - decide not guilty 
adamant - not changing one?s mind under any pressure 
agent - substance producing an effect 
agile - able to move your body quickly and easily and able to think quickly and clearly 
ailment - illness 
all chest and elbows - walking proudly and confidently 
allegation - a statement which has not been proven to be true which says that someone has done something wrong or illegal 
alleviate - make easier to endure 
amalgamate - to join or unite to form a larger organization or group 
ambidextrous - able to use both hands equally well 
amniotic fluid - fluid in hich the embryo exists 
analgesic - substance which relieves pain 
angiogram - sys. of veins carrying blood 
appalling - serious, horrific 
apprehend - to catch and arrest sb 
apprehension - fear 
articulate campaigners - people who write letters, take part in demonstrations 
as fate had it - it so happened that 
assert yourself - insist on your rights 
at a rakish ankle - in a showy way 
attenuate - weaken, impair 
austere - without comfort; plain and without decoration; severe 
avenue - way of approach 
awash - full of 
babble - talk without sense 
bacilli - disease-causing bacteria 
baffle - to cause sb to be completely unable to understand or explain sth 
bail - a sum of money paid in order to be released 
balaclava - a woolen cap used by burglars 
barbiturate - strong drug that makes people calm or helps them to sleep 
barrister - a type of lawyer 
bathroom fittings - shower and water taps 
batter - hit hard and often 
bawl - shout 
benign - non-malignant 
bereaved - having a close relative or friend who has recently died (bereaved widow) 
bid - an offer of a particular amount of money for something which is for sale 
bing-bang - rough, matter-of-fact 
binge - endeavor 
blab - telling things that should remain secret 
blatant - sth bad which is obvious and intentional 
blend - mix together 
bluntly - directly, without tact 
bold - fearless 
bomb hoax - false bomb alarm 
bowl sb over - amaze sb 
breach - violation of sth 
breathalyzer - a machine testing a driver's breath to see how much alcohol they have drunk 
bring on - cause 
brisk - quick, energetic and active 
browsing - reading here and there for enjoyment 
bug - virus 
bust - an occasion when police arrest people who are thought to have broken the law 
bypass - avoid by taking a different route 
call on - visit 
call-sign - identifying mark 
cap fits - the idea is appropriate 
caption -short text under a photo describing it and explaining it 
cardiac arrest - when the heart stops working 
carditis - inflammation of the muscular substance of the heart 
carrier - person/animal that transmits a disease 
cartel - a group of similar independent companies who join together to control prices and limit competition 
catheter - tube used to take liquids out of the body 
chatter - talk for a long time about unimportant things 
chorea - involuntary muscular twitching 
civil libertarians - campaigners for the rights and liberties 
clear-out - removing everything unnecessary 
clemency - kindness when giving a punishment 
cling - stick to 
cluster - gather in a group 
cock one?s head - turn upwards showing pride 
colic - severe pain in the stomach 
comestibles - things to eat 
compatible - able to exist, live together, or work successfully with sth/sb 
comply with - act in accordance 
compulsive - doing something a lot and unable to stop doing it 
conceited - having too high opinion of oneself 
conception - fertilization 
concession - something which is allowed, when someone admits defeat 
conglomerate - a company that owns several smaller businesses whose products or services are usually very different 
conjunctivitis - a painful infection of the eyes which makes them red and makes the eyelids swollen and sticky 
constipation - difficulty in emptying the bowels 
contagious - a disease that can be caught by touching someone with the disease or a piece of infected clothing 
contingency - something that might possibly happen in the future, usually causing problems or making further arrangements necessary 
contraband - goods which are brought into or taken out of the country illegally 
contract - become ill 
copycat - a crime that is believed to have been influenced by another, often famous, crime because it is so similar 
corroborative - adding proof or certainty to an account, statement, idea, etc. with new information 
counterproductive - producing the opposite 
coup - an unexpectedly successful achievement 
crackdown - to start dealing with bad or illegal behavior in a more severe way 
crackers - slightly mentally ill, foolish 
cramp - sudden contraction of muscles 
crank - a person who has strange or unusual ideas and beliefs 
crevice - cracks in rocks 
crew out - very short haircut 
crutches - sticks which you lean on for support if you have difficulty in walking 
cuddle - hug sb 
curb - control, limit 
curfew - a rule that everyone must stay at home between particular times 
cushioned - protected 
custody - the state of being kept in prison, especially while waiting to go to court for trial 
daft - silly or stupid, bonkers 
dashing - active, lively 
deafening - extremely loud 
debase - to reduce the quality of sth 
debris - broken or torn pieces of something larger 
decay - to (cause something to) become gradually damaged, worse or less 
delusion - when someone believes something that is not true 
depleted - reduced 
derail - cause to go off the rails 
deranged - completely unable to think clearly or behave in a controlled way, especially because of mental illness 
detection - when someone notices or discovers something 
detention - a form of punishment in which school children are made to stay at school for a short time after classes have ended 
dichotomize - divide into 2 parts 
discard - throw away 
discharge - set free 
disgorge - vomit 
dismissal - sth/sb that is not important and not worth considering 
disruption - disorder 
disruptive - causing trouble and therefore stopping something from continuing as usual 
disseminate - to spread (news) 
diuretic - medicine increasing the excretion of urine 
doodle - draw abstract pictures 
draw the line - define the limits 
drawback - disadvantage 
drudgery - hard, uninteresting work 
drug dependence - addiction 
eased - made less strict 
encroach - gradually take away sb?s rights, cover more and more land 
endorse - to officially record on a driving licence that the driver has been found guilty 
entail - make necessary 
envoy - someone who is sent as a representative from one government or organization to another 
eradicate - to get rid of completely or destroy something bad 
erratic - chaotic 
exert - exercise (pressure) 
exert yourself - make an effort 
extortion - obtaining money from others by threats 
eyestrain - eye exhaustion 
fallopian tubes - the two tubes in a woman's body along which eggs travel 
fiddle - to move things about or touch things with no particular purpose 
fidget - move about restlessly and uselessly 
fist-clenchers - press the hands firmly together 
flabby - soft, not firm 
flaunt - show off 
flicker - wavering of light 
flock - a group of people 
flush sth down the toilet/lavatory - if a toilet flushes, its contents empty and it fills with water again 
foil - to prevent sb/sth from being successful 
follow-up study - study looking at the results of an event, what happens after it 
foment - to cause trouble to develop 
fondle - touch lovingly 
footing - the way in which sth operates and the set of conditions that influences it 
foot-taping - striking one?s foot on the floor repeatedly 
forensic - related to scientific methods of solving crimes, involving examining the objects or substances that are involved in the crime 
forgery - to make an illegal copy of sth in order to deceive 
fornication - have sex with someone who you?re not married to 
foulmouthed indecencies - offensive words 
four-letter words - rude words 
frostbite - injury to someone caused by severe cold 
full-blown - total 
function - social meeting 
gallstones - a small piece of hard material in the liver 
gear - the equipment, clothes etc. that you use to do a particular activity (riot gear) 
getaway - when someone leaves a place quickly, usually after committing a crime 
give vent to - express 
gland - an organ of the body or of a plant which produce liquid chemicals having various purposes 
glare - strong light 
glassy-eyed - lifeless 
gnawing - tormenting 
go bananas - become very angry 
goads - stimuli 
gratuitous - unnecessary bad behavior (gratuitous violence) 
grievous - severe 
grueling - severe, exhausting 
gutted - extremely disappointed and unhappy 
hacked - chopped 
hard-line - extreme and severe and not likely to change 
haul - a journey, often a difficult one 
have a screw loose/ be off your rocker - to be crazy 
heave - to move sth using a lot of effort 
heighten - to increase 
hideous - extremely ugly or bad 
hoarding - storing up and saving 
hoards - collections of things kept in reserve 
hooded - sb with a bag on the head 
hooked - addicted to 
house-to-house - going to every house in a particular area or road 
huddle together - crowd/press together 
immunity - security from a particular disease 
immunize - to give a person or animal protection against a particular disease 
impervious - not influenced 
impetigo - an infectious skin disease in which yellowish areas appear on the body 
implicit - suggested but not communicated directly 
incendiary - likely to cause violence or strong feelings of anger, designed to cause fires 
incidence - occurrence 
inconclusive - not giving or having a result or decision 
indictable - legal to be brought to court 
induce - to cause 
infatuation - having a very strong but not usually lasting feeling of love or attraction for sb/sth 
inflammable - burns very easily 
inflammation - a red, painful and often swollen area in or on a part of your body 
inflict - to force sb to experience sth unpleasant 
influenza - flu 
infringe - to break a rule, law, etc. 
inhibit - to prevent sb from doing sth, to slow down the growth of sth 
inmate - a person who is kept in a prison or a hospital for people who are mentally ill 
inoculation - to give a weak form of a disease as a protection against that disease 
instigate - to cause sth happens, a formal process begin 
intake - quantity taken 
intimate - suggest sth directly 
irreparable - not able to be repaired 
ischemia (schemic) - deficiency of blood 
itch - to have or cause an uncomfortable feeling on the skin which makes you want to rub it 
jaundice - a disease in which the skin turns yellow 
jerk - push, pull, twist 
junta - a government, especially a military one, that has taken power in a country by force and not by election 
knot - a fastening made by tying together the ends of a piece or pieces of string, rope 
labor - giving birth to a child 
lamely - weakly, unsatisfactory 
lanky - tall and thin 
launder - to move money which has been obtained illegally through banks and other businesses to make it seem to have been obtained legally 
lavish - more than enough, especially if expensive; very generous 
laxative - medicine causing the bowels to empty 
leads - arteries 
leak - the origin of secret information which becomes known, or the act of making it known 
lean - thin and healthy, also meat without much fat 
let alone - not to mention 
libel - a piece of writing containing false things about sb 
line it up with - arrange in line with 
listeria - a kind of bacteria 
live up to - put into practice 
lobby - pressure group 
loony - foolish or stupid 
loopholes - small mistakes in an agreement or law which give sb the chance to avoid having to do something 
lout - a young man who behaves in a very rude, offensive and sometimes violent way 
lozenge - a small flat sweet which you suck to make your throat feel better 
lump - swelling 
lure - attract 
luscious - attractive, suggesting sensual delights 
malignancy - cancer harmful to life 
malignant melanoma - deadly tumor of the skin 
mark off - measure out, designate 
merge - to combine or join together 
mingle - mix, combine 
miscarriage - an early unintentional end to a pregnancy 
mitigating - causing you to judge a crime to be less serious or to make the punishment less severe (mitigating circumstances) 
mock - not real but appearing or pretending to be exactly like something 
morbidly - dwelling on nasty things 
morcel - tiny piece of food 
mugger - a person who attacks people in order to steal their money 
mumps - an infectious disease that causes painful swelling in the neck and slight fever 
myocardial - of the hear muscle 
nationwide - existing or happening in all parts of a particular country 
nausea - feeling of sickness 
nemesis - just punishment, revenge 
newsstand - small stall where newspapers are sold 
nimble - quick and exact either in movement or thoughts 
notorious - famous for sth bad 
noxious - a gas or other substance, that is poisonous or very harmful 
obituary - the news of someone's death 
oblivious - unaware 
oesophagus - passage from the pharynx to the stomach 
ointment - a thick oily substance, usually containing medicine, which is put on the skin where it is sore 
oust - to force someone to leave a position of power, job, place or competition 
outlaw - prohibit 
outlets - fast-food bars etc. 
out-of-court - agreed without involving a trial in a law court 
overt - open 
panacea - remedy for all diseases 
panel - group, team 
pang - sharp, sudden pain 
pardon - officially forgive a crime 
parole - when a prisoner is released before their period in prison is finished, with the agreement that they will behave well 
paroxysmic - periodic, convulsive 
patch - piece of plaster 
peer-group - group of equals 
perfunctory - done merely as a duty, without much consideration 
persecution - treating sb unfairly or cruelly over a long period of time because of their race, religion, or political beliefs or to annoy someone by refusing to leave them alone 
peruse - to read through something, especially in order to find the part you are interested in 
pervasive - present or noticeable in every part of a thing or place 
pinch - squeeze 
plea - the answer that a person gives in court to the accusation that they have committed a crime 
pliable - flexible 
plunge - a sudden movement, push 
point-blank - shooting from a gun that is fired from extremely close to the target or when almost touching it 
pointedly - directly 
postmortem - after death 
potty - silly or foolish 
prankster - someone who performs tricks on people 
prattle - to talk foolishly/childishly 
premeditated - a crime done after being thought about or carefully planned 
prenatal probes - examinations 
prevailed - widespread 
prevailing - dominant 
probation - a period of time when a criminal must behave well and not commit any more crimes in order to avoid being sent to prison 
probe - an attempt to discover information by asking a lot of questions 
proliferation - growing by rapid multiplication of cells 
purge - empty (stomach, bowels) 
push - sell drugs (drug pusher) 
pushy - trying to attract too much attention to oneself 
rabies - a fatal disease of the nervous system of dogs and other animals, which can also cause death in humans who are bitten by a diseased animal 
racket - a dishonest or illegal activity that makes money 
ramble on - talk on without much purpose 
rampage - violent and usually wild behavior 
ran our test on - examine 
ransom - money paid in order to set sb free 
rap - an accusation of crime, or a punishment 
rear end - behind, bottom 
reckless - doing something dangerous and not caring about the risks 
recuperation - convalescence 
reel - move form side to side like you?re going to fall, totter 
relapse - to become ill or start behaving badly again, after making an improvement 
remuneration - money paid sb for work or services 
repress - to control people?s actions by force 
reshuffle - change of position of sth/sb within a particular group 
residential - an area where only private houses are 
resort - turn to sth 
revel - to dance, drink, sing, etc. at a party or in public, especially in a noisy way 
rig - to fix a piece of equipment in place 
rot - decay 
round the bend - crazy 
rouse - make sb more active 
rugged - strong and simple, not delicate 
run wild - behaving as one wants 
saliva - natural liquid from the mouth 
sampling - taking specimens to show what the rest is like 
sawn-off - a gun with most of the barrel cut off 
scam - an illegal plan for making money (an insurance scam) 
screech - a long loud high noise which is unpleasant to hear 
sedatives - drugs producing a calming effect 
sedentary - physically inactive 
seizure - a very sudden attack of an illness involving unconsciousness or violent movement 
serial change - interference in the normal rhythm of the heart 
set out after/assailed - attacked, chased 
shattered - extremely tired 
shove - push vigorously 
site - locate 
skimpy - too small (clothes) 
slander - a false spoken statement about sb 
slap - quick hit with the flat part of the hand 
sling - device for supporting a broken or damaged arm 
slump - a fall in the price, value, sales, etc. of something 
sly - not frank 
smash-and-grab raid - a crime in which thieves break the window of a shop and steal things before quickly escaping 
snarl - speak in a harsh voice 
snuggle - keep oneself in a comfortable position next to another person, nestle 
soft in the head - stupid or crazy 
spree - short period of doing a particular, usually enjoyable, activity much more than is usual 
spring-clean - thoroughly cleaning the house during spring 
spry - active and able to move quickly and energetically despite one?s age, sprightly 
spurious - false 
squirm - twist the body 
stack out a territory - to mark the limits of a territory 
stag night - a party for a man who is going to get married 
stagger - walk without balance 
stagger to one?s feet - stand up unsteadily 
standard premiums - fixed sum of money paid for insurance by an healthy person 
strain - breed 
stray - homeless 
stringent - having a very severe effect, or being extremely limiting 
stroke - apoplexy 
strychnine - a stimulant 
stumble - beginning to fall 
subside - sth becomes less strong 
subversive - tending to overthrow existing order 
succumb - give way to disease 
supervision - when sb watches a person or activity and makes certain that everything is done correctly 
swarm - move in large numbers 
swift - happening or moving quickly or within a short time, especially in a smooth and easy way 
swoop - to make a sudden attack on a place or group of people in order to surround and catch them 
tableware - dishes, knives etc. 
tar - black substance of tobacco smoking 
teeth-grinders - rub the teeth together with a circular motion 
tenement flat - flat divided into cheap flats 
thalidomide tablets - abortion tablets 
thrust - to push suddenly and strongly 
thug - a man who acts violently, especially to commit a crime 
toll - suffering, deaths or damage; a small amount of money that you have to pay to use a road 
tracker dog - dog specially trained to help the police find people 
trade on - take advantage of 
traffic - illegal trade 
tranquillizer - drug that calms 
treadmill - machine worked by the feet for exercise 
tumor - swelling 
twiddle - to move something repeatedly between your fingers, especially without any purpose 
twitch - uncontrolled movement of some part of the body 
ubiquitous - seeming to be in all places 
umbilical cord - connects navel of the foetus with the placenta 
unanimous - a group of people who all agree about one particular matter or vote the same way 
undisclosed - secret official information 
unfounded - a claim or piece of news that is not based on fact 
unprecedented - never having happened or existed in the past 
unreticent - able to speak about anything 
uproariously - very noisily 
vapor - mist 
VDU - visual display unit: a piece of equipment with a screen on which information from a computer can be shown 
vernacular - local popular language 
virulence - capacity of a microorganism to cause disease 
voltage - electrical pressure in volts 
wail - whine 
waiver - document stating that the Air Force gave up its right to ground the pilot 
wane - to weaken sth 
ward off - keep away, guard against 
warm to - become interested in 
watchdog - a person or organization responsible for making certain that companies maintain particular standards and do not act illegally 
wily - crafty, clever 
woo - to try to persuade someone to support you or to use your business 
wriggle - twist and turn the body 
yank - to pull something forcefully with a quick movement
